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Town of Middlebury- Development Review Board (DRB) 

Meeting/Hearing conducted in person and via Zoom  

Minutes of December 12, 2022 

 
Draft 

Members Present:, Kevin Newton, Vice Chair, Gary Baker, Vegar Boe, Michael Reeves and Jason 

Larocque, Alt   

Members Absent: David Hamilton, Mark Wilch (applicant), John MacIntyre   

Staff Present: Jennifer Murray and David Wetmore 

Others Present: Mark Wilch, Barbara Doyle-Wilch, Bart Robbett (zoom), Dale and Polly Birdsall, 

Margaret and Peter Corothers, Hillary Mills (zoom)  

MEETING AGENDA  

I. Call to Order- Kevin Newton, DRB Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm., reviewed  

             the agenda and meeting procedure.   

II.  Approval of minutes-  

Motion by Gary Baker- Gary moved to approve the minutes of 10/24/2022 as presented, 2nd by 

Mark Wilch.  Discussion- none noted, Motion to approve minutes, 4 yes, 0 no, Jason abstained  

III.   Public comments- None expressed 

IV.  Public Hearing- Kevin Newton opened the hearing at 7:0 PM and read the hearing notice.  Kevin 

if there are members with conflicts to report. Mark Wilch is the applicant and recuses himself from 

the DRB for this hearing. Jason noted that he had worked on the original White Pine Lane SD but 

expressed that it was not a conflict. No one present disagreed. 

1. Application file (#2022-23:076.001) by Mark Wilch and Barbara Doyle-Wilch, for review of a 

request for setback waiver for a detached garage/accessory apartment pursuant to Section 724 and 

540. Applicant is requesting to extend driveway across front yard to access garage/accessory 

apartment (section 760). This property is located at 540 Weybridge Street in the Residential 4 (R-

4) zoning district, parcel #023076.001. 

 

Kevin.- Administers the oath to all present. Margaret and Peter Corothers attended late. Margaret took the 

oath later in the hearing.  

Kevin- invited the applicants Mark and Barbara to introduce their application.  

Barbara- explained the conditions of their existing garage, it is narrow and difficult to exit their car and 

enter the house safely. Presently they have two daughters living with them so they have no extra room for 

guests, other visiting family or future caregivers. They hope they can age in place. To facilitate their 

needs they propose to construct a 2 car garage with living accommodations above. The living space will 

be a 400 sq. ft. studio space that will include bedroom and bathroom accommodation. Kitchen space is 

not anticipated presently. Garage door will be oriented to the north with the existing driveway extended 

across the front of their home to access the garage. The driveway will be constructed with permeable 

pavers that allow grass vegetation to grow in place of a hard packed gravel/paved driveway.  
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Mark- Existing garage attached to their home will be converted to living space. Their cars would be 

parked in the garage or in the existing developed driveway, but not in the new extended driveway section. 

Mark expressed that driveway access from White Pine Lane would not allow good access to their home. 

The proposed garage would be setback further than many of the existing homes on Weybridge Street. The 

garage would be setback approx. 46-ft. from the center of Weybridge Street. The required setback is 53-ft 

from the centerline of Weybridge Street. As proposed the garage requires approval of a 7-8 ft. setback 

waiver. The Wilch’s have discussed their plans with the neighbors and have their support for the project. 

Kevin – opened the floor to questions from DRB members. 

Mike R.- asked for clarification regarding driveway location. The existing driveway and parking area will 

remain as it is currently. The current driveway would be extended across the front yard of their home to 

the new garage. Based on the site plan there would be approx. 30-ft of green space maintained (including 

sidewalk) between the extended driveway and edge of Weybridge Street. The driveway extension would 

provide better access to the front of their home for emergency vehicles.   

Jason L.- acknowledged that he had worked on the original White Pine Lane subdivision. As a point of 

information for the Applicants, he remembered that the easement for White Pine Lane was 50-ft with an 

additional 10-ft utility easement. Jason expressed that the development of the garage should not be 

located within that easement. 

Mike R.- asks if the garage could be set closer to the Applicants home? Mark Wilch stated that he would 

like to preserve as much existing landscaping as possible and the garage as sited does that and maintains a 

sufficient and visually acceptable space between the structures and other features.  

Kevin- no other questions from the Board at this time, Kevin asks for Staff comments/concerns. 

David W.- expressed that staff is comfortable with the setback waiver requested. Further, that the 

application may have been reviewed administratively pursuant to 540.C except for the Applicants request 

to extend the driveway across their front yard. Staff’s interpretation of Sections 736 and 760 appear to 

prohibit parking in the front yard. 

Kevin- opens the hearing to questions from the public. 

Margaret Corothers- expressed that she is part of the White Pine Lane HOA. They have discussed the 

garage and determined that it does not violate any of the HOA provisions. 

Dale and Polly Birdsall- They have no issues with the project and are very supportive of the garage plans. 

Burt Robbett- he expressed that it was a good design given the obstacles that White Pine Lane creates. 

Burt also noted that accessing the garage from White Pine Lane would be hazardous to users of the 

private road because the garage driveway would be located close to the intersection with Weybridge 

Street. 

Hillary Mills- lives across from the Wilch property on Weybridge Street. The Wilch’s have met with 

them regarding the garage and they are supportive of their plans. 

Kevin Newton- asks how long will the driveway be extended to provide access to the garage? 30-35-ft. 

Jason L.- what type of permeable paver will be used? Mark said that he preferred the looks of the ones 

used in the cul-de-sac at the end of White Pine Lane. 
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Mike R.- asked if any additional landscaping was proposed between the driveway extension and 

Weybridge Street. Mark shared that there is a large deciduous tree that they hope can be preserved and 

that they would agree to place some additional landscaping along the driveway extension to provide some 

screening from Weybridge Street. Mark also said that their cars would be parked in the garage and that 

they would agree to not park any vehicles in the extended portion of the new driveway.   

Kevin-asks if there were any other questions or comments. None expressed. Kevin thanked Applicants 

and public participants. Seeing no other comments or questions, Kevin closed the evidentiary portion of 

the hearing and asked the Board how they wanted to proceed. 

Jason- moved to enter deliberative session at 7:35 PM to discuss the application. Mike 2nds. Motion 

approved 5-yes, 0-no 

Gary- moved to exit deliberative session at 8:00 PM, 2nd by Vegar. Motion approved 5-yes and 0-no. 

Kevin- announced that the Board was back in open meeting. Mark Wilch and Barbara Doyle-Wilch 

rejoined the meeting. 

Gary Baker motion- I move that the Middlebury Development Review Board, having reviewed the 

application submitted and having heard and duly considered the testimony presented at the public hearing 

of December 12, 2022 approve the request for a setback waiver to construct the garage/accessory 

apartment as proposed 46-ft. of the center of Weybridge Street as shown on the site plan submitted for 

parcel # 023076.001 located at 540 Weybridge Street. Approval is subject to the condition that no 

parking will be allowed within the new driveway extension. 2nd by Mike Reeves.  Motion to approve 5-

yes and 0-no. 

V. Other business- Mark rejoined the meeting as a Board member  

Staff- noted that John MacIntyre sent an email today stating that he is resigning from the Board because 

he no longer lives in Middlebury. DRB expressed their thanks for many years of service and wishes him 

well. 

Rules of Procedure- Staff revisited the workshop held with Jim Carroll this summer and noted that the 

rules of procedure should be amended to clearly state that the DRB will approve or deny an application in 

open meeting and that the draft decision will be circulated to Board members for their comments/edits 

before Chair signs. Dave will amend and circulate draft amendment to Rules prior to next meeting. 

Mark Wilch- expressed that he will not be attending the January 9th meeting. 

Next meeting- January 9th and January 23rd are scheduled.   

VI. Adjournment  

Mike Reeves- moved to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Jason, Motion passed 5-yes and 0-no. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:25 PM.  

 

Minutes submitted by David Wetmore 


